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The purpose of this research project was to discuss diversity of art and culture
in Kyoto during Edo period (1603-1867) and to reconsider Kyoto culture then which was stereotyped as a
mere shell of court culture. In the diaries of wives of Konoe family which is the head of five family
lines that produce regents, intercommunion between court aristocracies and commoners was recorded. Girls
of common families started serving the Konoe family as maid in their teens and quitted on their marriage.
Their family home exchange letters and gifts with the Konoe’ s. They also went to temple and shrines in
Kyoto and also went to ses performances with women and children of Konoe family. The close exchanges
between court aristocracies and commoners illuminate the diversity of Kyoto culture in Edo period.
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